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Thousands converge for Twenty Valley Niagara Wine Country Run 
Niagara This Week - St. Catharines

Thursday, June 17, 2010
The runners, the wine, and all roads led to Jordan Village Saturday for the second annual Twenty Valley Niagara Wine Country Run.

Hundreds of runners and their entourages converged on Lincoln and packed the village for a finish line street party. The three-day event, highlighted by the Half-Marathon, 10K and 4K races on Saturday, June 12, brought athletes and their families to Beamsville, Vineland and Jordan for a weekend of running, wine and Niagara west hospitality.

“Everyone had a good time and the run allowed us to introduce the Twenty Valley to a whole different type of consumer, the sports consumer,” said Twenty Valley Tourism Association General Manager J.D. Pachereva. For athletes, it was a chance to run through a beautiful stretch of country. “I’ll bet 99 per cent of them didn’t know we existed and will definitely return,” Pachereva said. “They were able to run, to drink and eat. What could be better in our little corner of heaven?”

The pairing of athleticism and wine sampling proved to be the perfect blend of fun and competition. “When we first thought of the idea of bringing a run like this to our area, the Twenty Valley Region immediately came to mind,” said Elliott Kerr, President of Landmark Sport Group, the event organizers.  “The area is rich in fabulous wineries that are renowned for their award-winning wines, pair that with the areas picturesque landscape and we felt we had the perfect location that both showcased the uniqueness of this event and was accessible to participants.”

Main Street in Jordan Village was closed for the party featuring sampling from some of the best food and wine vendors in the region with entertainment by local artist TiannaH and Jazz with a Twist. 
Tammy Purdy was named as the overall female champion in the Half Marathon with a time of 1:32:14 and Fred Karanja took the honour of the Half Marathon overall male champion with a time of 1:11:21.

Kate Reid crossed the finish line in 42:05 to win the 10K overall female title and Ben Hasdell finished in 42:27 to win the 10K overall male winner.

Sponsors of the Twenty Valley Niagara Wine Country Run included Twenty Valley Tourism Association, Wines of Ontario, Love Niagara, Town of Lincoln, AMJ Campbell Van Lines, Aquafina, Running Room, Waste Management, Niagara this Week, Zoom Photo, Rubbermaid, Niagara Airbus, Crush Tours Niagara New Vintage Festival, EZ Rock 105.7, Newstalk 610 and Ontario Tourism.

Participating winery sponsors included Alvento, Henry of Pelham, Thirty Bench Wine Makers, Tawse Winery, EastDell Estates, Flat Rock Cellars, Calamus Estate Winery, Angels Gate Winery, Cave Spring Niagara Peninsula, Malivoire Wine, Vineland Estate Winery, Fielding Estate Winery and Peninsula Ridge. 

